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General Law Committee 

State of Connecticut 

State Capital 

Hartford, CT 06106 

 

 

Members of the General Law , 

 

 

My name is Michael Interlandi and I own and operate White 

Bridge Liquors, Inc. D/b/a White Bridge Wines & Spirits in 

Darien, CT and have done so for the past 40 years. I am 

writing in opposition to sections 1 (increasing the number 

of permits a person or backer may have a interest in) 55 

(Wine in Food Stores) and 56 (Beer in big box department 

stores that sell Groceries) of HB6101. 

 

My store is only allowed to sell three items by law, beer, 

wine, and liquor. Allowing either of those items to be sold 

by corporate giants would lead me to go out of business. I 

work hard to make sure everyone I sell too is of the legal 

drinking age and not inebriated. I also train my employees 

to do so. How can a store like Walmart, who changes 

cashiers on a weekly basis, assure that underage people are 

not buying beer. They can’t. Neither will all the gas 

station chain stores.  

 

Grocery stores and large big box stores are allowed to sell 

thousands of items in their stores. They rely on selling 

national brands in their stores and do not and will not 

carry even close to the number of Connecticut-made products 

that we do. I sell and advocate for the Connecticut 

products in my stores and have an in-depth knowledge of 



each of those products. This proposal would cause hundreds 

of stores to close and would hurt and possibly close many 

Connecticut breweries, wineries, and distilleries, by 

having them lose hundreds of package stores that sold and 

advocated for their products.  

 

 

 I close by saying. When I started in this career my liquor 

license was a coveted asset. This was because the licenses 

were limited in availability and there was a specific set 

of regulations that added to its value. I could plan for my 

business future because there was predictability built in. 

Over the last 10 years there has been a constant barrage of 

proposed changes to the rules and regulations by the 

Connecticut legislature. Some of these changes have passed 

and have created personal and financial stress on my 

ability to earn a comfortable living. Sunday and Holiday 

sales did nothing to increase sales. People drink what they 

drink. They don’t drink more and they don’t drink higher 

priced products with more hours to buy. The only thing that 

has changed is I either need to work more hours or pay 

someone to do so. Our liquor laws could may at times need 

some tweaking but not major overhaul. The changes shouldn’t 

be made to accommodate large predatory newcomers to the 

state or existing Big Box stores at the detriment of the 

small mom and pop stores that have been living, working and 

trying to survive in Connecticut for many years and through 

generations in some cases like myself. 

 

Thank You for consideration of my testimony. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Michael Interlandi 


